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Preparing for Birth

Study Guide

CHAPTER 5

Directions. Answer the following questions as you read the chapter. They will help you focus on the 
main points. Later, you can use this guide to review and study the chapter information.

Section 5–1: A Healthy Pregnancy
 1. Identify six common signs of pregnancy. Which is usually fi rst? [(1) Missed menstrual period  

(usually fi rst sign). (2) Full feeling or mild ache in lower abdomen. (3) Feeling tired or faint.  

(4) Frequent and urgent need to urinate. (5) Swollen breasts. (6) Nausea and/or vomiting,  

especially in morning.] 

 2. What type of doctor specializes in pregnancy and childbirth? [Obstetrician] 

 3. Why is it important for a pregnant woman to receive regular medical care throughout her pregnancy?

[Possible response: Protects the health of the developing baby and the mother.] 

 4. What is anemia, and what are its symptoms? [A condition that results from not having enough  

red blood cells. Symptoms: Fatigue, shortness of breath, rapid heartbeat, feeling cold and weak.] 

 5. Why is it important for a pregnant woman to be tested for the Rh factor? [If the mother’s blood  

doesn’t have the protein and the fetus’s blood does, the mother’s blood builds up antibodies  

that attack the protein in the fetus. This could affect later pregnancies. Once the problem is  

identifi ed, an injection will prevent the antibodies from forming.] 

 6. How is the due date calculated? [Nine months and one week after the fi rst day of the woman’s  

fi nal period before pregnancy.] 

 7. What is gestational diabetes, and how can it be controlled? [A form of diabetes that occurs only 

during pregnancy and can cause the baby to weigh more than normal at birth. It can be controlled  

with diet, and sometimes medication.] 

 8. What are the symptoms of preeclampsia, and what danger does it pose to the baby? [Symptoms— 

High blood pressure and protein in the mother’s urine. Danger—Can prevent the baby from  

getting enough blood.] 
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 9. List four discomforts that commonly occur during pregnancy. [Any four: (1) Nausea and/or  

  vomiting. (2) Sleepiness. (3) Heartburn. (4) Shortness of breath. (5) Varicose (swollen) veins.  

  (6) Muscle cramps in legs. (7) Lower back pain.] 

   

 10. Explain the importance of each of the following nutrients during pregnancy.

A. Protein: [Vital to baby’s growth and development of bones and teeth.] 

B. Folic acid: [Promotes normal spinal development.] 

C. Vitamin A: [Ensures proper eye development.] 

D. Vitamin B: [Assists in general fetal development.] 

E. Vitamin C: [Builds healthy teeth and gums and helps connective tissue form.] 

F. Vitamin D: [Aids in creation of bones and teeth.] 

G. Iron: [Helps prevent anemia. Assists development of baby’s blood supply.] 

H. Calcium and phosphorus: [Promote healthy bones and teeth for mother and baby.] 

 11. Why is it important for pregnant women to include leafy green vegetables and oranges in their diet?

  [They contain folic acid, which reduces the risk of brain and spinal defects.] 

   

   

 12. Why do pregnant teens have special nutritional needs? What two nutrients are especially important 
for them? 

  [Teens are still developing themselves. Pregnant teens especially need to get enough calcium  

  and iron.]  

   

 13. Why does eating cultured yogurt help some people with lactose intolerance? [It contains lactase,  

  an enzyme that helps in the digestion of lactose.] 

   

   

 14. Lila is pregnant. About how much weight should she expect to gain during her pregnancy? 

  [About 24 to 30 pounds] 

 15. Your friend Maria, who is pregnant, has been feeling moody, anxious, and fearful. Describe three 
techniques that could help reduce her stress.

  [Any three: (1) Avoid sugar and caffeine. (2) Exercise. (3) Take time to relax and enjoy a favorite  

  activity. (4) Practice relaxation techniques. (5) Talk with friends and family. (6) Take a class for  

  expectant parents.] 
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Preparing for Birth Chapter 5 continued

Section 5–2: Preparing for the Baby's Arrival
 16. Describe how a woman pregnant with her second child might tell her three-year-old about the 

expected baby.

  [Answers will vary but should emphasize the positives for the three-year-old, yet refl ect an  

  understanding that this is a big change for the child to accept.] 

   

   

   

 17. When choosing a new crib or accepting a used crib, what features of the crib should parents check?

  [(1) Slats—No more than 23⁄8 inches apart. (2) Paint—Smooth, not fl aking, no lead. (3) Corner  

  posts—All the same height, not taller than the sides of the crib. (4) Sides—When lowered, about  

  9 inches above the mattress; when raised, at least 26 inches above the mattress. (5) Latch—Locks 

  securely. (6) Mattress—Firm, fi ts the crib exactly with no gaps. (7) End panels—Cutouts must be  

  very small.] 

   

   

   

 18. Give three advantages of breast-feeding. [Possible responses are listed in Fig. 5-8 on text  

  page 165.] 

   

   

 19. What are two possible reasons a mother may choose to bottle-feed? How does the cost of bottle-
feeding compare to the cost of breast-feeding?

  [Reasons—Any two: (1) Lets father help with feeding. (2) Lets mother have a more fl exible  

  schedule. (3) Mother’s diet and medications do not affect baby. (4) Less frequent feedings needed.  

  (5) Mother may be unable to breast-feed. Cost—Using formula can be expensive, while breast- 

  feeding is free. However, nursing mothers need more food, which is an extra cost.] 

   

   

   

 20. What type of doctor specializes in treating children? [Pediatrician] 

 21. How can making a budget help expectant parents? [Possible response: A budget is a way to plan  

  for the additional expenses associated with having a baby.] 
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22. What are fi xed expenses? Give two examples. [Expenses that generally can’t be changed.  

  Any two examples: Car payments, housing payments, taxes] 

   

 23. What are fl exible expenses? Give two examples. [Expenses that can be reduced if necessary.  

  Any two examples: Food costs, household items, clothes, entertainment] 

   

 24. Give three examples of expenses associated with pregnancy and childbirth. [Any three:  

  (1) Doctors’ fees. (2) Cost of the hospital or birthing center. (3) Maternity clothes. (4) Baby  

  supplies and furniture.] 

   

 25. Where is the safest place for an infant in a car? [In an infant car seat in the middle of the   

  back seat, facing to the rear.] 

   

   

 26. When deciding whether to work after a child is born, what factors should parents consider? 

  [Each parent’s goals, skills, and time available, and whether one parent can cut back on  

  working hours or stay at home full-time with the child. They should also look at the availability  

  and cost of child care options.] 

   

   

 27. How does federal law provide for maternity and paternity leave? [Under the Family Medical  

  Leave Act, employers with more than 50 workers must offer 12 weeks of unpaid leave to new  

  mothers and fathers.] 

   

   

Section 5–3: Childbirth Options
 28. What is prepared childbirth? How does it benefi t a pregnant woman? [Education about childbirth  

  and breathing and conditioning exercises for a pregnant woman. It reduces pain and fear during  

  the birth process.] 

   

   

   

Preparing for Birth Chapter 5 continued

Name  __________________________________________ Date  _______________ Class  ________________

The Developing Child: Homework Activities 46

(Continued on next page)



Name  __________________________________________ Date  _______________ Class  ________________

C
op

yr
ig

ht
 ©

 b
y 

th
e 

M
cG

ra
w

-H
ill

 C
om

pa
ni

es
. A

ll 
ri

gh
ts

 re
se

rv
ed

.

The Developing Child: Homework Activities 47

Preparing for Birth Chapter 5 continued

 29. What is the diff erence between labor and delivery? [Labor—The process by which the baby  

  gradually moves out of the uterus and into the birth canal to be born. Delivery—The birth itself.] 

   

   

 30. Give four examples of things expectant parents can learn from taking childbirth education classes.

  [Any four: (1) Breathing techniques. (2) How the baby develops. (3) Warning signs of a potentially  

  serious problem during pregnancy. (4) What to expect during labor and delivery. (5) Role of the  

  coach. (6) How to make a birth plan. (7) What to expect after the birth of the baby.] 

   

   

   

 31. Describe the qualifi cations of each of the following health practitioners who deliver babies.

A. Obstetricians: [Doctors who specialize in prenatal care and delivery and are qualifi ed to handle 

 emergencies and complications.] 

  

B. Family doctors: [Doctors who have some training in prenatal care and delivery but may not be  

 qualifi ed to handle complications.] 

  

C. Certifi ed midwives: [People who have advanced training in normal pregnancy and birth and  

 have passed a certifi cation exam; do not have a health care degree.] 

  

D. Certifi ed nurse-midwives: [Nurses who have advanced training in normal pregnancy and birth 

 and have passed a certifi cation exam.] 

  

 32. Give two reasons why a couple might choose an alternative birth center. [Any two: (1) More  

  homelike environment. (2) Prepared, natural childbirth emphasized. (3) Usually charge less than  

  hospitals. (4) Time spent at the facility usually shorter.] 

   

   

 33. Why are hospitals often consideredthe safest places to give birth? [They have trained personnel, 

  sanitary conditions, and high-tech medical equipment. When a complication occurs, hospitals 

  have more resources to handle the situation.] 

   

   


